THE WAR AGAINST THE U-BoATS, JANUARY-DECEMBER, 1944

of German U-boats destroyed was less than what has come to be
considered a good monthly " bag," it compares very favourably with
the number of Allied merchant vessels sunk by U-boats. The Allies
continue to supply on schedule their ever-growing armies in Europe.

[DECEMBER]

Shipping losses from U-boat action have again been very small, and
the number of U-boats sunk in proportion has again been satisfactory.
The enemy has by no means abandoned the struggle, and has introduced
new devices, such as the extensible air intake and exhaust which enable
U-boats to remain submerged for long periods and so penetrate into
areas denied to them for the past three years.

Reports that U-boat construction has been abandoned are probably
German-inspired and are untrue. On the contrary, improved types
of U-boats may at any time be thrown into the battle, and retention
of our present command of the sea will undoubtedly call for un-
remitting vigilance and hard fighting.
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